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The  Messenger 

Dear Friends, 

 As I start writing this Pastor’s Page for November/December, 
I am aware that the scene outside my 
window will look very different 
when I begin the next one.  Right 
now I’d love to freeze the picture – 
bright red burning bushes, a golden 
maple, flowers still somehow bloom-
ing, a strangely flowering viburnum, 
all with lovely evergreens framing it 
all.  It has been one brilliant Fall 
(except perhaps for the night the torrential rains fell and we woke up 
to two inches of water downstairs!).  I will be sad to see it go.  But 
in all honesty, I am already working with a totally different frame of 
mind.  That is one of the challenges of pastoring a church and plan-
ning worship.  One is always thinking a season or two ahead.  I have 
to remind myself to stay as present as possible to the moment or I 
lose all sense of time! 

 When I woke up this morning, it was with a line for a new 
Advent song playing in my head.  Sometimes people ask how we 
can do the same thing over and over again every year – celebrate 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, etc. without getting bored.  I 
have found that as we grow and develop spiritually, socially, even 
physically the seasons call new things out of us.  They grow and 
deepen along with us.  And I am also asked “Why keep writing new 
songs, there are already so many to choose from?”  But very early 
on in my liturgical work I learned that not one year is ever the same 
as another.  Therefore the old songs and scripture readings resonate 
totally differently when put into a new context.  Also, some seasons 
just call for new words.  

 I think this Advent (and Christmas, Epiphany, etc.) will be 
one or more of those seasons.  There have been years when Advent 
felt like a personal dip into darkness, waiting for a new light to shine 
in my life.  The year of my divorce was that way many years ago.  
This year, however, it feels as if the whole country, even the world, 
has moved into a more gloomy and dangerous time.  I truly fear the 
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loss of our democracy with the way we are playing loose and fast with anything resem-
bling “truth”.  Lies have become the common discourse of our time.  Not only have we 
unearthed the horrible racism that those of us who are white have been able to ignore for 
so long, but white supremacy has been preached openly and without shame in our streets.   

 The world is not only dealing with a deadly disease that our divisions have made 
almost impossible to cope with, hundreds of thousands have died, and no doubt there are 
more to come.  The world, not only the human race, but the whole globe is in peril as cli-
mate change continues unabated.  Drastic energy and economic changes are needed.  I 
know many people who have decided to stop watching the news, it is too disturbing.  But 
I do not think denial is helpful.  And so, what do we do?  Is church even relevant in times 
like these? 

 Now these are big questions.  I know I do not have answers that will satisfy every-
one.  But it is in times like these that I am most grateful for a church that is not afraid to 
name what is happening around and in us.  A faith community that not only seeks the 
truth, but seeks to respond to problems that can only be faced together.  A community 
that is unapologetic in putting the common good ahead of that which destroys it, includ-
ing, at times, individual choice.  A community that offers company and support in the 
work of justice and the life of self-giving love and compassion.   

  Advent is coming fast.  The season to feel and name the darkness and to 
bring on the coming light.  The song line that came to me this morning – “A tiny rivulet 
of hope becomes a mighty stream, when flowing through the hearts of those who share a 
common dream.”  Let our faith community share a common dream of hope and healing 
for ourselves and our world. 

        In God’s love,   
             Kate 
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Official Notice 

of 

All Church Annual Meeting 

 

All members of The First Church in Belfast, UCC are invit-
ed to attend our Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 21 
immediately following worship in the sanctuary. 

Business to be approved is the 2022 Budget and the 2022 
Slate of Officers. 

A Zoom link will be sent out for those unable or not wish-
ing to attend this meeting in person, 

 

      Nancy Brown and Linda Smith 

      Co-Clerks 

2022 DRAFT BUDGET 

Attached is the proposed Budget for 2022 that we will be voting on, Sunday, 
November 21, right after worship in the sanctuary.  A lot of good work has 
gone into the creating of this budget.  We will also be voting on our 2022 Slate 
of Officers, those fine people who have volunteered to help lead our congrega-
tion into the new year.  We need to have 30 First Church members present at 
this meeting in order to have a quorum, so please, if you are able to attend it, 
come and take part in this important act for the functioning of our church.  We 
hope to see you there! 
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Nominations for 2022 First Church slate 

Moderator  Kenn Ortmann 
Vice Moderator Rev. Deb Jenks 
Co-clerk  Nancy Brown 
Co-clerk  Kate Wing 
Financial Secretary Joan Mills  
Treasurer  NA  

Spiritual Development and Education Ministry Area Coordinator:  Beth Haynes 
Spiritual Development and Education Ministry Area Representative:  Cathie Jorgensen 
 
Mission Beyond the Local Church Ministry Area Coordinator:  Pam Chase 
Mission Beyond the Local Church Ministry Area Representative:  Sarah Garbe 

Community Building & Care Ministry Area Coordinator:  Vicki Keller 
Community Building & Care Ministry Area Representative:  Pam Burrows 

Administrative Ministry Area Coordinator:  (accepting nominations at the annual meeting)
Administrative Ministry Area Representative:  (accepting nominations at the annual meeting) 

Trustees 
Todd Hall 
Roger Haynes 
John Gage 
Pamela Chase 
Anthony Philbrook 
Jean Lenderking 

Stewardship 
Rev. Deb Jenks 
Linda Smith 
Beth Haynes 

Conference  Delegates 
Jane Grant 
Gary Grant 

Diaconate 
Sarah Garbe 
Cathie Jorgensen 
Valerie Haskins 
Martha Ortmann 
Deb Heitmann 
Josh Kercsmar 

Association Delegates 
Beth Haynes 
Roger Haynes 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nominating Committee 

Vicki Keller 
Joan Mills 
Deb Woodbury 
Pam Burrows 
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The First Church in Belfast, U.C.C. 

Covid 19 Pandemic Facility Use Policy 
(adopted 9/15/2021 and amended 10/3/2021) 

 
Waldo County has been identified, during the summer and Fall of 2021, as a community with a 

high risk of Covid 19 transmission and infection, these rules apply to all First Church meetings 

and events, whether conducted by Church members and/or staff, or convened by outside users 

who seek permission to use Church grounds and/or buildings. Worship services, weddings,     

funerals and memorial services, meetings, group gatherings, suppers and fairs are included. 

All attendees older than 2 years, must wear a mask.  This includes meetings and events held 

outside as well as inside.  Those entering alone or with others within your "bubble" must 

carry a mask to put on if meeting another person. 

Church staff who are fully vaccinated will wear masks when visitors enter but may self-

determine whether to wear masks at other times. 

No eating of food shall be allowed in/on church property. 

Drinking of beverages will be allowed in the building with the requirement that once finished, 

people will put their mask back on. 

This policy is in effect until further notice when Covid numbers are in decline. 

Room Capacity Limits must be adhered to (numbers reflect 4' distancing): 

Sanctuary - 56 people 

Parlor - 20 people 

Library - 6 people 

Downstairs Kitchen - 5 people 

Fellowship Hall (upstairs) - 48 people 

Craft Room (upstairs) - 12 people 

Upstairs Kitchen - 8 people 

I have read and agree to the terms of this policy: 
 
Event/Meeting name:             
 
Event Organizer:            Date:     
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MEETING OF THE CHURCH COUNCIL OF  

THE FIRST CHURCH IN BELFAST UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

October 3, 2021 

The meeting was called to order at 11:35 a.m. by Kenn Ortmann. 

Those in attendance were: Kenn Ortmann, Linda Smith, Rev. Kate Winters, Rev. Joel Krue-
ger, Vicki Keller, Beth Haynes, Sarah Garbe, Pam Chase, Cathie Jorgensen, and Richard Fiske. 

Opening Devotion: Cathie Jorgensen shared “a folk tale.” 

Agenda Modifications: Smile program: Cathie Jorgensen handed this off to Heather Wren, 
who has been working on it. 

Approval of the August 2021 minutes: Linda Smith reported that after the August meeting 
Trish Worth sent the estimate for the chimney repair. Linda will report the numbers under the 
Trustee report. Sarah Garbe moved to accept the minutes as submitted. Vicki Keller se-
conded the motion. Approved.  

Old Business 

Corona Virus Response 

Sunday service and Sunday school: Beth Haynes reported that the Sunday school children 
and youth will not meet until further notice due to the increase in Covid-19 cases in Waldo 
County. Joel reviewed the Covid policy/rules for church members, staff, and outside people 
and he will send a copy to Linda for inclusion in the minutes.  

Budget Committee: Kenn Ortmann stated that he needed one more person representing the 
Diaconate to serve on the Budget Committee. Cathie Jorgensen volunteered to serve in that 
role. Now that there is a full contingent on the Budget Committee Kenn is anticipating meet-
ings in person and on Zoom. Kenn stated that they will follow the Budget Committee protocol 
set out in the current by-laws. He will send out the proposed meeting times and dates. There 
are still some budget requests that have not been submitted but they will start with the ones 
they have. 

Flooring outside the Spring Street Door: We are still waiting for an estimate from White Cap 
but to date have not received one. The Court Street door and the Spring Street door will be 
painted.  

Other: 

Marketing/Communications Team: no report 
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 Mission Team: 

Pam Chase had no report but stated that she will get the Mission Team budget together. She 
will contact the Mission Team members to see when they would like to start meeting 
again. She will ask if they prefer to meet via Zoom, in person, or a combination of both. 
If they meet in person they will follow the First Church Covid policy and they will be 
required to wear a mask and to practice distancing. Pam hopes they can begin meeting 
soon.  

The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering will be taken this month. 

Social Justice Team: no report 

Spiritual Development and Education:  

Beth Haynes reported that the new picnic tables have been purchased. Possibly a table can 
be placed outside on the church grounds. It would then be available for community 
members to use, possibly to have lunch or to sit, have a conversation, or connect to Wifi.  

 Adult Education Team: Cathie Jorgensen reported that the team has met and they will be 
doing a study on The Hidden Life of Trees. The book study has been advertised in the 
October Messenger and the information will also be sent out in an all church email. The 
study will begin after church on November 7. Barbara Kemp will lead the study.  

Community Building and Care:  

Vicki Keller stated that the wreath project will begin next week and they will be starting to 
wire pine cones. She also asked people to collect acorns and peach pits. Volunteers are 
needed to help wire the pine cones.   

Vicki is sending in the order forms for the make your own wreath.  
Vicki needs people to come and decorate the wreaths that will be ordered for businesses 

around the community. She would like to decorate around November 20th and 21st. She 
assured people that if they don’t know how to decorate a wreath there will be someone 
there to teach them. Decorating will take place upstairs in the large hall and they will 
have to share the space with the Sunday school. 

This is the 3rd year of make your own wreath and it has been very successful.  
The Community dinners are on hold at the present time. Vicki donated two big bowls and 

pitchers to the church. Hopefully by the first of the year we can begin dinners again.  
8 Oclock Club: The group is discussing their future plans to reconnect again. They would 

like to host another tea when it is possible to do so.  
The Christmas Mini Fair will be held on the 20th of November: Items for the fair:  cookies 

will be sold by the pound and Pastor Kate volunteered to head up that table; there will be 
crafts, holiday fair, and baked goods, which might be sold alongside the cookies. The 
fair will be held outside along with the people who will be making their own wreaths. 
Gary Grant will build a rack for the wreaths. They will put the tents out Friday night.  



9 

 

 Minister’s Report: Before Joel gave his formal report: 

Kate asked if we can install a hand rail on the doorway into where the bell rope is. This is a 
safety issue. It was also suggested to continue the railing all the way around the balcony, 
again for safety reasons.  

Oct. 31 will be Scarecrow Sunday for the Sunday school. Each family can make a scare-
crow of their favorite Bible character or saint and place it on our church front lawn from 
10-noon on October 30th.  We will help with materials if you do not have any.  There 
will be “crosses” next to the church office door for you to use as the framework of your 
scarecrow.  

 
The following is the written report submitted by Joel. 

Church Office Concerns 

Rentals  
Montessori Middle School will be out by October 22. 

Website - Heather would like 10 hours of additional time to work specifically on the web-
site. This issue will go to the Trustees for discussion and a decision. 

 

Financial Secretary Report 

Trustee related Items 

Sound System in sanctuary - Working with Trustee John Gage on this project.  Power 
Sound of New England is waiting to hear back from us.  Waiting to hear back from 2 
other companies. 

Parish House Windows - Declan O'Connor is project manager.   Will get estimates from 3 
contractors for installation.  Working with Viking on cost for windows.  John Gage will 
look into getting a price from Matthews Bros. directly. 

Outside water spigot - Plumber Rick Kidson of AngleTree Plumbing installed 1 outdoor 
spigot by the bulk head, Thursday, Sept. 16. 

Trish Worth sent Linda Smith the following information: The quote for the sanctuary chim-
ney repair is as follows: materials and labor will cost about $8,500. Declan O’Connor  
reported that the chimney was in poor shape. There may be an additional expense for re-
placement of the base, where the chimney meets the roof. The quote for the staging was 
about $2,000. 

 

Other building related issues 

Steeple Lighting - To date, the church has received $1,795.00 in donations from church 
members and friends. We also have received notice that we will be given a Maine Con-
ference UCC Resourcing the Local Church grant of $1,000.00. Therefore to achieve our 
goal of $4,356.00, we still need $1,561.00. 
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 Balcony cabinets:  Roger Haynes and Gary & Jane Grant have begun plans for continuing 
the cabinets along the north wall of the sanctuary balcony.  They will also secure any 
loose floor planks and cover with plywood sheets.  Joel also plans to get the old pew 
cushions out and hang the old church signs on south side balcony wall. 

Picnic tables (4) were purchased and delivered from Hammond Lumber for a cost of 
$716.00 ($179.00/each). The Religious Education Team will pay for these. Hammond 
Lumber did not charge for the assembly of 2 of the new picnic tables and took $10 off 
each one. Roger Haynes and Mike Williams assembled the other 2 tables. 

Ventilation of sanctuary - nothing to report at this time. 
Mic stands - Diaconate purchased 2 new microphone stands - cost:  $58.88 (recvd. 

9/28/21) 
 

Upcoming First Church Events 

Reformation Sunday - October 31, Protestant reformer Martin Luther will preach at church. 
Belfast Choral Festival Workshop - Nothing to report at this time. 
Love Light Tree lighting service - Sunday, Nov. 28, 5:00 pm.  Orders are being taken. 

 

Sunrise Association Committee on Ministry and other Wider Church activity 

Kate and Joel have been very busy with COM work.  

Sunrise Association Fall Meeting - Was held yesterday, Saturday, October 2 via Zoom.  Pas-
tors Kate and Joel continue to serve on the Sunrise Association Committee on Ministry. 

Maine Conference Annual Meeting - Business Zoom - Saturday, October 23 
Maine Conference Learning Event - Saturday, November 6 @ Waterville rescheduled for 

April 2, 2022. 
 

Upcoming Vacation (3 weeks remaining) 

Friends visiting in mid October - October 12-26 (2 weeks) 
Another week or scattered days later in the year 

 

Pastoral Concerns 

Stewardship letter - Pastor Kate has written the Stewardship letter. 

Good Morning Belfast - Pastor Kate appeared on Good Morning Belfast local TV show 
with George Frangoulis.  This program aired on Sept. 28, 2021. 

GBAM Articles - The ministerium plans to begin having a monthly column in the Republi-
can Journal.  Will be in the 3rd week of the month. 

Stewardship Letter: Kate wrote the Stewardship letter, which tells the story of this past year 
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 and what the needs are. Kate asked everyone to please read it and send her any suggestions or 
changes. Cathie Jorgensen and Sarah Garbe have been talking with our younger members to 
get their input, ideas and suggestions and to see what we can learn from them. 

Amazon Smile: Heather Wren is working on this and she is the point person. Hopefully we 
can start that program in the next month. She will report to Cathie Jorgensen who in turn will 
report to the Council. Once it is all set an all-church email will be sent out with all the needed 
information.  

Cathie will create a list of people we can call when we are in need of meals. 

On-line-giving: no report at this time. 

Heather will work on updating the directory.  

Next meeting: The Annual Meeting will be held on November 21, 2021 after church. The 
agenda will be to review the draft budget presentation, discuss it, and to vote on the 2022 
church budget and to hear and vote on the nominations presented by the Nominating Commit-
tee. Annual reports will be submitted in January.  

Next Council meeting will be held on Sunday, October 31 at 11:30.  

Devotion/meditation volunteer: Martin Luther will do the opening devotion. 

Closing prayer: Kate closed us with prayer. 

Adjourned at 12:38 p.m. 

       Respectfully Submitted by, 

        Linda 

       Rev. Linda A. Smith, Co-Clerk 
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 All Saints Sunday 
November 7 

Sunday, Nov. 7 we will be celebrating All Saints Sun-
day in the church.  This is the day we remember the 
saints among us, especially those who have passed 
away this previous year.  If you have someone who 
died this last year, that you would like to remember 
during this service, please email the name of that per-
son with the date of their death to Pastor Kate at rev-
katewinters@gmail.com or if you don’t use comput-
ers, give her the name on a piece of paper, by 
Wednesday, Nov. 3.  Thank you. 
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Veterans Sunday/Education Sunday 
November 14 

It is our tradition at First Church that on Veterans Sunday 
we invite everyone to bring a picture of a family member or 
friend who is or was a veteran.  This is a special time for us 
to remember and express our gratitude to those who have 
given themselves for our country and who have sought to 
protect and uphold the ideals we share, the ideals of freedom, 
liberty and justice for all.  Please feel free to bring a picture of 
your loved one who has served the nation and place it on one 
of the window sills 
of the church be-
fore the service.  
You will be able to 
take it home after-
ward.  And let us 
remember and 
honor our veter-
ans and their fam-
ilies for all they 
have given. 
 
November 14 will 
also be the day we celebrate Education Sunday and our 
young people who have attained the age when they receive 
their Bibles from the church.  All the 3rd and 4th graders will 
be getting their new Study Bibles immediately following the 
worship service and Sunday School that day.  We will meet 
with them out on the deck in front of the church.  This is an 
important step in the life of each of these students as they 
now will begin to read and learn the scriptures from their 
own Bibles.  Please plan to be present as we encourage and 
support them in this step of their faith development. 
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 thanksgiving sunday 
November 21 

Celebrations of the harvest have long been a tradition of many cultures and 
many faiths, and so has it been within the church.  From the Hebrew scrip-
tures we hear that there are 3 different harvest related feasts or holy days 

(Exodus 23, Leviticus 23, Deuteronomy 16) that were celebrated by the peo-
ple Israel.  “Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival for me. You are to 
observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread. As I commanded you, you are to eat 
unleavened bread for seven days at the appointed time in the month Abib, be-
cause in it you came out of Egypt. No one is to appear before me empty hand-

ed. You are to observe the Festival of Harvest, celebrating the first fruits of your 
work in planting the field, and the Festival of Ingathering at the end of the 

year, when you gather the fruit of your work from the field. Three times a year 
all your males shall appear in the presence of the Lord GOD.” (Ex. 23:14-17).  
Likewise, Jesus and his disciples celebrated these festivals as well.  And the 
early church and following generations have offered God our thanks for the 
abundance of food that we have been blessed with (or in some cases, even 

meager harvests that were obtained).  At First Church we also celebrate the 
harvest around our nation's Thanksgiving holiday and some years we join 

with other congregations in a service sponsored by the Greater Bay Area Min-
isterium (due to Covid concerns we will not hold one this year).  This year we 
invite you bring some symbols of the harvest (pumpkins, gourds, fruit, etc.) 
for us to decorate our Communion table.  You can bring those to the church 
office Nov. 9, 10 and 11 and we'll decorate the table for 2 Sundays.  We are a 
people surely blessed.  Let us rejoice in that and give thanks to God by find-
ing ways to share our bounty. 

 
 

 
 
 

Accustom yourself continual-
ly to make many acts of love,  
for they rekindle and melt the 
soul.  

St. Teresa of Avila  
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Update—Biblical Scarecrows:  On October 31st people brought their Biblical scare-
crow creations to the church for display and voting.  We had ones of varying sizes and 
shapes from children and adults scattered around the sanctuary.  There were:  the Evil 
Pharaoh with a specially drawn pumpkin head, a 
representation of John the Baptist, the Holy 
Ghost, the Pharaoh’s daughter and baby Moses, 
Ruth and her modern-day son Abed, King Solo-
mon, the Heavenly Father, and David and Goli-
ath. The Evil Pharaoh and the Heavenly Father 
were tied for the best for following the Biblical 
theme. The Evil Pharaoh was created by Phoebe 
and Ian Beal.   David and Goliath received first 
place for the most creative which was put to-
gether by Jane and Gary Grant.  The Pharaoh’s 
daughter with Baby Moses was the favorite of 
all created by Sylvia Wing.  Congratulate every-
one when you see them. Thank you to all who 
took part by livening up the sanctuary that day.! 
Art Classes: Heather Wren is part of our educa-
tion rotation so that the students get some in-
depth art project every third or fourth week. Last week the primary class made King 
Solomon’s crowns in string art.  

  Thank you, 

 Beth Haynes, Director of Religious Education 

 

 2021 

Religious Education News 
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Dear Santa, 

I have been very good this year (most 
of the time) . I am wishing for peace, love, happiness 
and art supplies for the kids in Sunday School art 
class. 

WISHES: 
Sharpies 

Gel pens 

Gesso 

Mod Podge—matte and shiny 

Acrylic paint 

Paint brushes 

Beads and Baubles 

Large roll  of Butcher paper or newspaper ends 

Canvas drop cloths 

Thank you very much, 

  a Young Artist 

 

ps: I hope you like the cookies! I got them at the First 
Church mini-Christmas Fair. 

Santa WISH LIST for Art Class 
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November 14th 

After 10am Worship  

Faith Education Sunday  
 

During the pandemic we were not able to celebrate our 
children moving up in our faith education classes.  We 
were not able to give out study Bibles to our third grad-
ers so on Sunday, November 14th, we will be distrib-
uting Bibles to both present third and fourth graders.  
This presentation will be held on the front deck after the 
main church service.  Everyone will still be wearing 
masks even though we are outside.  We have nine stu-
dents that will be receiving Bibles:  Evangeline Stauf-
fer, Levi Stauffer, Hadley Kneller, Eli Kercsmar, Harper 
Reynolds, Grace Pratt, Clarisse Jones, Phoebe Beal and 
Reid Woodbury II.   

 

GIFT TAGS 

Our faith education classes have been decorating gift tags to sell at the mini-
Christmas Fair on Nov. 20th. There are three sizes with many different colors. 
The students have tried to decorate these to sell as their contribution to the 
church’s financial needs. They are limited in supply so come early if you would 
like these for the holiday.  
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10” Memorial Window Wreath with Red Bow 

Order Form- 2021 

Name               

Address              

Phone              
 

“In Loving Memory of:” or “In Honor of:” (please circle one)  

              

 

                                                    
 

Return to church office no later than November 20th  

Window Wreath sponsorship ($12.00 each)         Please specify quantity:  ______ 

 

TOTAL DUE (Checks made to “First Church Wreath Project”):      $______ 
 

Wreaths will be hung outside sanctuary windows. 

Forms should be returned to the church office. 

 

It's wreath time...always such a joyous part of our church year!   
There are many ways to get involved with this inspirational project.   
The First Church is blessed to have a project so rich in history, tra-
dition, and the ongoing commitment of volunteers. 

The first dozen or so wreaths were decorated by several friends 
from the Women’s League on Mrs. Clyde Holme’s kitchen table - 
in the very early 1930's...and the project has operated continually 
(without interruption) ever since...well over 80 years.    
How amazing is that??  
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First Church in Belfast 

8 O’Clock Service Club 
The 8 O’Clock Club is a small but mighty dedicated 
group of folks. We warmly invite and encourage any-
one who would like to join us, to join us at our next 
meeting! The December meeting will be the last one 

on the first Thursday of the month at 1 pm. In 2022, we will switch to the second Thursday of the 
month at 3 pm. We gather in the church library. ALL are welcome! 

 The 8 O’Clock Service Club has been busy recently assisting in the 
wreath project. Primarily we have held two painting/meeting dates for paint-
ing pinecones, while many other tasks have been accomplished by volunteers 
at home! 
 At our most recent meeting it was decided we would return to our previ-
ous schedules for meetings; starting in January 2022, we will meet on the sec-
ond Thursday of the month, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon. We sincerely hope 
that this new change will enable and encourage more folks to join us!  
 Hopefully with the new year we will see an end to the pandemic, and re-
turn to a more active group. If you have any questions about our club, please 
speak to any of its members, Vicki Keller, Joan Mills, Nancy Brown, Barbara 
Powers, Joyce Fenner, or Pam Burrows.  Everyone is most welcome! 

 

2021 : 1st Thursday of the month at 1 pm 
Thursday, December 2, 2021 

2022: 2nd Thursday of the month at 3 pm 
January 13 

February 13 
March 10 
April 14 
May 12 
June 9 
July 14 

August 11 
September 8 
October 13 

November 10 
December 8 
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November 19 
 

 

It just doesn’t feel like the holidays until after the … 

Annual “Make Your Own Wreath” and 
(mini) Christmas Fair 

The First Church in Belfast, UCC will host it’s annual “Make Your Own 
Wreath” and mini Christmas Fair on Saturday, Nov. 20 from 9-2. The event 
will kick off with Jane’s scones and hot coffee, followed by Don & Lynn’s 
famous fish chowder and a corn chowder. Chowders will be prepackaged for 
take out. Also a grilled lunch will be available for purchase with a menu of 
kielbasa and sauerkraut, BBQ chicken thighs and drummies, and baked 
beans. Wreaths will be available in a variety of sizes with a large assortment 
of decorations and handmade bows from which you can choose. There will 
be folks to advise and assist you in the decorating process, or you can take 
yours home and decorate them on your own.  Several additional tables will 
hold crafts, baked goods, Christmas decorations, and more. Please bring your 
own bags for your purchases! For more information, please call the church 
office Tues., Wed., Thurs. from 8-1. ALL ARE WELCOME! 

November 20th from 9 am until 2 pm 

*** Due to Covid-19 restrictions all events will be held outdoors in the rear parking lot of the church, locat-
ed on the corner of Spring and Court Streets. Please wear your masks and observe social distancing! 

Cookie makers and packers wanted! 

Pastor Kate will be coordinating the Cookie sales for the 
Christmas Mini-Fair but she will need some helpers.  If you 
can bake some cookies please let Heather in the office know 
how many and what kind of cookies you will be baking.  Then 
have them to the church on Friday, Nov. 19 by 9:00 am, 
when Pastor Kate, Beth Haynes, Beth Place and Heather will 
be packing them up.   Let's add a little sweetness to the 
Christmas Fair!  
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 Cookie makers and packers wanted! 
November 19 

 

Pastor Kate will be coordinating the Cookie sales for the Christmas Mini
-Fair but she will need some helpers.  If you can bake some cookies 
please let Heather in the office know how many and what kind of cook-
ies you will be baking.  Then have them to the church on Friday, Nov. 19 
by 9:00 am, when Pastor Kate, Beth Haynes, Beth Place and Heather 
will be packing them up.   Let's add a little sweetness to the Christmas 
Fair! 

 
 
 
 
 
ADVENT is the time of preparation before Christmas, a time of anticipation and 
waiting, a time of getting ourselves ready so that we can truly celebrate, inside 
and out, that is, spiritually as well as with our outward acts of giving and good 
will.  We hope you and your family will engage with all of us during this special 
season.  And as Tiny Tim of Dickens' A Christmas Carol exclaimed, "God bless 
us everyone!"  Following is a list of events and activities taking place at First 
Church throughout this season.     

advent  

 Hanging of the Greens - Saturday, Nov. 27, 1:00 pm in the sanctu-
ary 

 First Sunday of Advent - Nov. 28, 10:00 am worship - Brother Ad-
vent visits! 

 Holiday Love Light Tree Lighting - Nov. 28, 5:00 pm on the church 
front lawn 

 Advent Reflective Retreat - Saturday, Dec. 4, 10:00 am to noon in 
the sanctuary 

 Mt. View Chamber Singers Carols in the Round concert - Friday, 
Dec. 10, 7:00 pm in the First Church sanctuary 

 Christmas Caroling Party! - Saturday, Dec. 18, 3:00 pm - meet at 
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 Why We Need Advent 

A Reflective Retreat 

 

 

This earth and our country are stressed to 
their limits with a deadly pandemic affect-
ing animals and humans alike and an ev-
er more uncertain future due to climate 
change and sharp divisiveness among the 
human population.  With all we have to 
contend with, people are just not ready 
for a joyful celebration of Christmas.  
What can we do? 

Come and prepare with us on 

Saturday, December 4 
10 am – noon 

First Church Sanctuary 

to explore the treasures of Advent that we might not only find the spirit of Christmas, but 
touch the suffering world as well.  

All are welcome. 

Questions?  Talk to Pastor Kate. 
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LOVE LIGHT TREE CEREMONY November 28th 

 

Every year at First Church, amidst the hurry and bustle moving us to-
wards Christmas Day, church and community members share a quiet 
evening remembering and celebrating loved ones during a special holi-
day event on the lawn of The First Church in Belfast.  

The annual First Church "Love Light Tree" ceremony will be held Sun-
day, November 28th at 5:00 PM at the First Church in Belfast.  

Prior to the event, we invite you to sponsor a tiny twinkling white light, 
or a string of lights, in memory or honor of your friend, family, or com-
munity member. The program includes a public reading of area residents 
who are no longer physically with us, followed 
by the lighting of the living Christmas tree.  

After the lights begin to glow, we will join our 
voices as we sing a Christmas carol, before ad-
journing. 

Individuals can have names added to the Love 
Light list by purchasing an individual "Love 
Light" or a "String of Love Lights".  The contri-
bution for a single light is $5 or $25 for a string of lights. 

"Love Light" purchase order forms will be available in the office of The 
First Church in Belfast at 8 Court Street, beginning on September 15th. 
With Covid numbers still high in Waldo County, we understand that not 
everyone may be comfortable coming into the office. We would also be 
more than happy to email, or snail-mail an order form.  

Orders must be received no later than November 19th to be included in 
the November 28th Love Light ceremony. 
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Nar-Anon Family Groups 

 

Nar-Anon Offers Hope 

are a worldwide fellowship for those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. 

as a twelve step program, we offer our help by sharing our 
experience, hope and strength. 

Anonymity completely protected 

ZOOM MEETINGS WEDNESDAY AT 1:00 PM 

Hybrid meetings may develop as needed at 
First Church in Belfast, Spring Street. 

To learn more call: 207 / 323-4970 

Email: marie.naranon2021@gmail.com 



  

 

  

 

 

 Did you know that the First Church has a Prayer Circle Team?  This 
is a small group of individual members of the church who every week lift 
up prayers for anyone whose name is given to them, whether First 
Church members, friends, or others in need of prayer.   

 The group works by way of a phone tree.  One of our pastors gives 
the concern/s to a member of the prayer group, and then they call another 
member, who calls another member, and so on.  They adhere to a strict 
rule of confidentiality, that is, they do not share the names or any infor-
mation about those for whom they are praying for with anyone outside 
their prayer group.  And even then, it is only the information that is given 
to them.  Sometimes they may be given a name and a request to pray for 
healing for someone in the hospital.  Another time they may be asked to 
pray for a family who has lost a loved one.  They may have a request to 
lift prayers of thanksgiving for a newborn.  Or they may just be given a 
name of someone to pray for without any information about why, and 
they just pray for that person.   

 This is a quiet, yet powerful ministry that goes on in our church 
with very little recognition, and that is okay.  But we just want to lift up 
those who have been doing this for a number of years.  Presently, the 
members of the Prayer Circle Team are Joyce Fenner, Norma Cowen, 
Barbara Powers, Katie Winship, Doris Allred and Mary Grant.  If you are 
interested in joining this group and committing to praying for others at 
least once a week, please contact Pastor Joel.  If you have a prayer re-
quest that you would like this group to pray for, please email or call the 
church office with that.   

 Let’s give thanks and lift up in prayer this group of  

First Church members who faithfully carry on the good 
work of our church! 

First Church Prayer Circle 
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 The Social Justice and Missions Committees 
are again sponsoring the Tree of Warmth Project 
this Advent season. We welcome donations of new 
or gently-used hats, scarves, mittens and socks, 
which will be placed in plastic bags and hung on 
the Belfast Christmas tree for anyone who has a 
need for items to keep themselves warm this win-
ter. Items can be dropped off in the narthex of the 
church beginning December 1st. We also appreci-
ate donations of quart and gallon size zip-lock 
bags for the project.  
 

Tree of Warmth 
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christmas! 
Christmas Eve services will be held on  

Friday, Dec. 24! 
 

4:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service 
We will hold this service early enough for our young families to 
come and then get home, do some celebrating and get every-
body tucked in for their long winters rest, to dream of sugar 

plums (or whatever children these days dream of the night be-
fore Christmas) before waking up to the big day!  We will hear 

again the story of Jesus' birth, of angels singing and shepherds 
on the hillsides keeping watch over their flocks by night.   

 
7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

It is the tradition of First Church to hold a candlelight service 
on Christmas Eve.  This service includes the readings from 

scripture of the story of the birth of Christ, interspersed with 
carols of the season.  Our pastors share a special Christmas 

message and we end the service with Silent Night, in the dark-
ened sanctuary, raising our candles, our voices and our hearts 

together, as we give God thanks for the love we celebrate on this 
holy night.   

 
We will be continuing to practice our Covid policy at this time.  
Half of the pews will be cordoned off so that we might have safe 
distancing.  It is our hope that all who come will be vaccinated 
and we will require everyone to wear masks, other than those 

speaking from the front of the church. 
 

Please plan to join us this Christmas Eve so that together we 
can celebrate the love of God known in the incarnation of the 

Christ child, Emmanuel, "God with us".   
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(Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, the Protestant Reformer of the 
Church, comes to the church at the beginning of the ser-
vice.  Enters in from the back of the sanctuary with Rev. 
Dr. Kate Winters and sits in the front pew with her - Rev. 
Joel Krueger is absent.  Luther is dressed in his doctoral 
gown and wears an academic tam.  After the reading of 
the scriptures, he stands and goes to the pulpit and reads 
the gospel reading from Mark 12:28-34.  He lifts a prayer 
and begins his sermon.) 
 
Please pray with me, 
Eternal God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give us 
your Holy Spirit who writes the preached Word into our 
hearts. May we receive and believe it and be cheered and 
comforted by it in eternity. Glorify your Word in our hearts 
and make it so bright and warm that we may find pleasure 
in it, through your Holy Spirit think what is right, and by 
your power fulfil the Word, for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

– Martin Luther (1483-1546AD) 
 
Guten morgan dear brothers and sisters in Christ!  Happy 
Reformation Sunday to you! 
  
 I am the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther.  I was 
born in Eisleben, Germany in 1483.  "I am the son of a 
peasant.  My great-grandfather, grandfather and my father 
were all true peasants."  My father was a "metal-worker, a 
miner" and did very well.  We moved to Mansfeld when I 
was very young and it was Mansfeld that for the rest of my 
life I called my home.   
 
 My family was able to send me to school and I 
studied law but it was not to be.  On the way back to school 
at Erfurt from Mansfeld one summer day, a terrible thun-
derstorm broke above me.  I'm sure I thought the Devil in 
that storm and feared for my life!  I called out to St. Anna, 
the patron saint of miners, to save me and vowed to be-
come a monk if she did.  I did survive that storm, kept my 
vow, and became an Augustinian monk.  It displeased my 
parents, especially my father who had invested so much 
into my education. 
 
 I would go on to study theology and eventually 
move to the monastery in Wittenburg, and studied at the 
new university there.  I would obtain degrees and begin 
teaching.  It was there that I obtained my doctorate and be-

gan to publish theological writings and attained the rank of 
professor. 
 
 I had become irritated with the preaching of a Do-
minican Friar named Johann Tetzel.  He was involved in 
the selling of indulgences.  The idea of indulgences were 
that one could purchase a letter of indulgence, to receive 
forgiveness for sins, either for oneself or for deceased 
loved ones, shortening their time in purgatory.  One of Tet-
zel's famous phrases was, "As soon as a coin in the coffer 
rings, a soul from purgatory springs!"  Tetzel was raking in 
money by these means to help fund the building of the new 
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome.   

 To 
protest against 
this treachery, I 
wrote to Tet-
zel's bishop, 
Albrecht von 
Brandenburg, 
Archbishop of 
Mainz.  I wrote 
a long list of 
grievances 
with support of 
scripture.  I 
included with 
the letter my 
"Disputation 
on the power 
and efficacy of 
indulgences", 

also known as the 95 Thesis.  And on October 31, 1517, I 
posted those upon the door of All Saints Church in Witten-
burg.  This, many have said, was the beginning of the 
Reformation. 

 
 Word spread of this very quickly and in the coming 
years I became quite well known.  My thesis were translat-
ed from the Latin into German so that it could be read by 
others who were not scholars.  It spread to France, England 
and Italy.  Students came to Wittenburg to hear me teach 
and preach.  And there was a real ground swell of support 
for my ideas throughout many of the Germanic states.  
However, Rome and the Church hierarchy did not look 
kindly upon any of this.  I became the target of the Pope 
and was served a papal bull, warning that if I did not recant 

 

On Sunday, October 31, 2021, Reformation Sunday, our guest preacher, the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther (a.k.a. Rev. Joel Krueger) shared a sermon celebrat-
ing the 500th Anniversary of the Diet of Worms (January to April 25, 1521).  

The message was entitled, "Here WE Stand."
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my writings, I could be excommunicated, which indeed 
I was.   
 
 That year, 1521, 500 years ago, the Holy Ro-
man Emperor, Charles V, sent me instruction to appear 
before him at the Diet of Worms.  Now this has nothing 
to do with some kind of strange culinary delicacy.  Ra-
ther, a "Diet" is a meeting, an assembly of governmen-
tal and religious leaders, called together to settle a po-
litical or religious issue.  Worms is a city in Germany 
along the Rhine River.  The Diet of Worms began in 
January and ended in May and was called to discuss 
many different matters but also to decide upon my 
teachings and to determine if they (and I) were hereti-
cal.  And if so, if they found my writings to be heresy, 
and I did not recant them, I could be arrested and put to 
death. 
 
 So, what was I writing that was making so 
much trouble?  Well, I had become convinced that the 
church was corrupt in its ways and had lost sight of the 
central truths of Christianity. The most important was 
the doctrine of justification, God's act of declaring a 
sinner righteous.   
 
 The Reformation lifted up three primary be-
liefs.  Three Solas.   
Sola fida, "by faith alone one is saved through God's 
grace."  There is nothing we can do, no act of penance, 
nothing we can purchase, nothing the church can grant, 
to give us salvation.   
Sola gracia, "by Grace alone are we saved.  It is the act 
of God and God alone.   
Sola Scriptura, by scripture alone.  All church tradi-
tions, creeds, and teachings must be in unity with the 
teachings of scripture as the divinely inspired Word of 
God.   
Such ideas threatened the power and legitimacy of the 
Church and of its teachings.  I was indeed in big trou-
ble. 
 
 But I was convinced that I was in the right, that 
these were the truths of the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  So when I appeared at the Diet of Worms, I felt 
assured of my stance on these issues.  When I arrived 
in Worms, a crowd of over 2,000 people greeted me!  I 
had traveled there under the protection of my Lord, 
Frederick III, Elector of Saxony, also known as Freder-
ick the Wise.  And I was accompanied by my friends 
and colleagues who assisted me in this trial.  Many of 
the German princes and nobles also supported me.  I 
was not a lone wolf trying to reform the church all by 
myself, and it must be understood that the Reformation 
was led by many different people, with many different 
ideas and it was not our intent to divide the church, but 
only to call it to reform. 
 

 When I entered the hall where the Diet was 
being held, I wore a simple black cassock of the Au-
gustinian monks, with leather belt and short clipped 
hair.  I really hadn't been told much of what to expect 
or what was to happen.  I was asked if the books in 
front of me were mine and whether I would recant.  I 
answered, "Yes, the books are indeed mine." But I 
could not say whether I would defend them or recant.  
So I requested an adjournment so that I might consider 
this important matter overnight. 
 
 The next day I was asked the same question.  
After I tried to explain how each of these writings were 
different, the imperial orator retorted, "You did not an-
swer the question!"  To that I stated, "Unless I am con-
vinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear 
reason (for I do not trust either in the Pope or in 
councils alone, since it is well known that they have 
often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound 
by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is 
captive to the Word of God.  I cannot and will not re-
tract anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go 
against conscience."  And then I said, "I cannot do 
otherwise, here I stand, may God help me.  Amen." 

 I was labeled a heretic, and the Edict of Worms 
declared me an outlaw and forbade anyone to house me 
or eat with me and the sale, reading, possession or 
printing of my books was banned.  I was soon rushed 
off to a hiding place by my protector, Frederick the 
Wise.  I would spend the next year writing and translat-
ing the Bible into the German language.  This was such 
an amazing thing, as it gave the common person the 
ability to read and understand the scriptures.   
 
 The Protestant Reformation would move for-
ward, and in ways that I did not anticipate or consent 
to.  And I must say, now, with hindsight and from the 
vantage point of heaven, I made many mistakes.  Horri-
ble mistakes.  
 
 I would later come to attack the peasant peo-
ples, the very ones who originally supported me and 
were taking a stand for the rights of the agrarian work-
ers.  I encouraged the nobles to suppress the revolt and 
over 100,000 peasants were slaughtered.  My writings 
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 in my later years were filled with hostility toward 
Jews and Judaism and I promoted the burning of 
synagogues, the prohibition of rabbis from teach-
ing, suppressing the Jewish people and expelling 
them from their homes.   
I also wrote diatribes against Islam and extensively 
criticized the principles of Islam as utterly despica-
ble and blasphemous, considering the Qu'ran as 
void of any tract of divine truth.   
And even though I married, and lifted up marriage 
as a godly estate, preferable for clergy and nuns, to 
celibacy, I debased women and taught that they be 
subordinate to men.  Even though I was married to 
an incredible woman named Katharina von Bora. 
 
 Many of my writings would be used later 
throughout history to suppress and oppress others.  
The Nazis in the 20th century used many of my 
teachings during the Holocaust  to justify their gen-
ocidal war against the Jewish people and others. 
 
 In 1994, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America (ELCA), the largest American Lutheran 
body, adopted a resolution that stands as an act of 
atonement for the legacy of my anti-Semitism.  It 
states in part, “We … must with pain acknowledge 
also Luther’s anti-Judaic diatribes and violent rec-
ommendations of his later writings against the 
Jews.”  We particularly deplore the appropriation 
of Luther’s words by modern anti-Semites for the 
teaching of hatred toward Judaism or toward the 

Jewish people,”  "We recognize in anti-Semitism a 
contradiction and an affront to the Gospel … and 
we pledge this church to oppose the deadly work-
ing of such bigotry, both within our own circles 
and in the society around us.”  Finally, we pray for 
… increasing cooperation and understanding be-
tween Lutheran Christians and the Jewish commu-
nity.” 
 
 And In 1987, your own United Church of 
Christ General Synod decried the anti-Jewish atti-
tudes that culminated in the Holocaust. (87-GS-85 
VOTED: The Sixteenth General Synod [of the 
United Church of Christ] adopts the Resolution 
“the Relationship Between the United Church of 
Christ and the Jewish Community). 
 
 It is the beauty of the Church, that it con-
tinues to reform itself.  To admit its faults and its 
errors, to listen to the voice of the Holy Spirit and 
to heed its call to justice and to truth with each gen-
eration.  This now is your turn to proclaim the gos-
pel as you know and understand it.  It is your task 
to reach out with the love of God, to promote unity 
and peace among all people, to be willing to make 
the changes and reform the church for the future.  
And when you are challenged, and you shall surely 
be, to plant your feet upon God's good earth and 
say, "Here WE stand!  We can do no other!"  
May God bless you and keep you!  Amen. 

 
Have you seen the movie? 

  

If you enjoyed Pastor Joel’s message from the great Protestant Re-
former Rev. Dr. Martin Luther, or are interested in learning more 
about him, Pastor Joel has a DVD of the movie “Luther”, starring 
Joseph Fiennes, Alfred Molina, Jonathan Firth, Claire Cox and Sir 
Peter Ustinov.  It is just over 2 hours long and was released in 
2003.  Pastor Joel would love to watch this with a group.  It is one of 
his favorites!  Just let him know if you are interested. 
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November Birthdays 

    3  Sarah Garbe 

    6  Val Williams 

    8  Carl Goodwin-Moore 

    9  Erika Latty 

   11 Rylee Smith 

   12 Jim Kuffert 

  Rachael Lynch 

       Sylvia Wing 

   13 Mary Grant 

   17  Kenn Ortmann   

   20 Jane Grant 

   21 Sarah Hall   
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December Birthdays 
 

  2  Phoebe Beal 

  6  Truman Bitely 

11  Andrea Giddings 

12  Joel Krueger 

  Meredith Lang 

20  Sara Hayes 

25  Joan Mills 

31  John Gage 
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November 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 
1:00 8 O’Clock 

6:00 Diaconate  

5 
12-4 Bridge  

6 
11:00 Service for 
Lorraine McGray 

7 
10:00 Worship / 
Communion—All 
Saints Remem-

brances 

8 9 
5-6:30 Food Cup-

board Board 

10 11 
1:00 8 O’Clock 

6:00 Diaconate  

12 
12-4 Bridge  

13 
1:00 Pine Cone 
Painting/Parlor 

14 
10:00 Worship - 
Veteran Remem-

brance & Education 
Sunday 

11:30 Religious Ed 

15 

 

16 
GBAM—

Ministerium 12-2 

17 18 19 
12-4 Bridge  

Cookie packing –9 

Last Day for Love 
Lights 

20 
9-2 Make your Own 
Wreath and X-Mas 

Fair 

21 
10:00 Worship  

11:30 Budget An-
nual Meeting 

22 23 24 25 
Thanksgiving 
Office Closed 

26 
12-4 Bridge  

27 
9-2 Make your Own 

Wreath –Joyous Junk 
1:00 Hanging of the 

Greens 

 

28 
10:00 Worship /
First Sunday of 

Advent 

5:00 Love Lights 

29 30     
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December 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
1:00 8 O’Clock 

6:00 Diaconate  

3 
12-4 Bridge  

4 
10-2 Advent Retreat 

5 
10:00 Worship / 

Communion 

 

6 7 
4-5:30 Trustees  

8 9 

 

10 
12-4 Bridge 

7:00 Carols in the 
Round  

11 

12 
10:00 Worship 
11:30 Religious 

Education 

13 14 
5-6:30 Food Cup-

board Board 

15 16 17 
12-4 Bridge  

 

18 
3:00 Caroling 

19 
10:00 Worship  
11:30 Council  

20 21 22 23 24 
4:00 Family Ser-

vice 
7:00 Candlelight 

Service 

25 
Merry Christmas! 

26 
10:00 Worship  

27 28 29 30 31 
12-4 Bridge  

New Year’s Eve 

1 
Happy New Year! 

2 

 

3 4 5 6 7 8 
Office is Closed Office is Closed Office is Closed Office is Closed Office is Closed Office is Closed Office is Closed Office is Closed  


